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withhold an approving glance. Of all builders,
perhaps of all men, they must have been the
happiest. They did not know how lightly Time
regards his'noblest works ; they had read little
of history. Those who know as much of it as
we do, little as that may be, will perhaps
bequeath it but few materials in future. No
doubt, the Athenians wero presumptuous; but
not to have been so they must have been saints.
Athens is not entirely dependent on its
ancient monuments for historic interest. It con-
tains specimens of the Byzantine architecture in
some churches, which, though small, struck me
as very beautiful. It is unfortunate that their
detestation of tho Turks impelled the Athenians
to pull down all the minarets, a few of which
would have added much to tho characteristic
expression of tho modern city. I wish also that
some more of their palms remained: one only
of all that Athens once possessed could I discover,
and from whatever point of view it was seen, its
slender column, scaled not fluted, and the arching
crown of its branches, added grace to the objects